


Welcome to the Sixth Annual DC
Asian Pacific American Film Festival

During the past six years, the DC Asian Pacific American Film Festival has
grown from its start as an ambitious idea in the minds of a small group
of Asian American film enthusiasts into one of the premiere Asian Pacific
Islander (API) film events on the east coast. This year, we have expanded
to the next level by increasing the size and scope of our festival in almost
every conceivable way, showcasing nearly 90 Asian Pacific American films
and holding numerous special events.

The 2005 festival kicks off with The Motel, the acclaimed feature film that
premiered at this year's Sundance Film Festival. We will then host the
U.S. premiere of Initial D, this year's highest grossing Asian film, No Sleep
'Til Shanghai, the documentary about hip hop pioneer Jin, and Face, a
Sundance Film Festival selection starring Will Yun Lee and Bai Ling.
Finally, the festival will close in grand fashion with Cavite, a highly ener-
getic film that truly embodies the spirit of independent filmmaking.

One of the primary goals of our organization is to encourage the devel-
opment of local Asian Pacific American filmmakers. In keeping with this
ideal, for the fourth consecutive year we conducted a screenwriting con-
test to nominate a recipient for a $20,000 filmmaking grant from ABC
Television, and conducted two summer youth filmmaking workshops. The
first workshop was conducted in collaboration with the Chinatown
Service Center's Resilient Young Asian Network (RYAN) in June, and the
second one was held in collaboration with Asian American LEAD in July.
During the festival, the Local Youth Filmmaker short film program will
showcase many of the films produced by the workshop participants.

As the number of Asian Pacific Americans in film and the interest in Asian
Pacific American filmmaking both grow, the outlets for exposure must
also be increased. Therefore, we are very proud and honored to have
begun a new partnership with this year's Gold Sponsor AZN Television,
the new national cable television network for Asian Americans. We are
also delighted to have added the AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center,
Landmark E Street Cinema, and Regal Cinemas Gallery Place as new
venue partners for the festival.

The DC APA Film Festival would not be possible without the hard work of
an all-volunteer staff, the generosity of our many corporate and commu-
nity sponsors, and the support of our festival attendees. We would like to
thank you all for your support.

See you at the festival!
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L A N D M A R K  E  S T R E E T  C I N E M A
555 11th Street, N.W., Washington, DC  20004
entrance on E Street between 10th and 11th Street)
202) 452-7672
http://landmarktheatres.com/Market/WashingtonDC/EStreetCinema.htm
Metro Center Metro Station

A F I  S I LV E R  T H E AT R E  A N D  C U LT U R A L  C E N T E R
8633 Colesville Road, Silver Spring, MD  20910
301) 495-6720
at the intersection of Colesville Road and Georgia Avenue)
http://www.afi.com/silver/new/about/directions.aspx
Silver Spring Metro Station

R E G A L  G A L L E RY  P L A C E  S TA D I U M  1 4
701 Seventh Street, N.W., Washington, DC  20001
202) 393-2121
Gallery Place Chinatown Metro Station

F R E E R  G A L L E RY  O F  A RT  A N D  A RT H U R  M . S A C K L E R  G A L L E RY
Jefferson Drive at 12th Street, S.W., Washington, DC  20013
202) 633.4880
http://www.asia.si.edu/
asiainfo@asia.si.edu
Admission is free for all screenings. Tickets are available one hour before showtime.
Smithsonian Metro Station

N AT I O N A L  M U S E U M  O F  A M E R I C A N  H I S TO RY
Carmichael Auditorium
14th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC  20560
202) 633-1000
http://americanhistory.si.edu
Admission is free for all screenings.
Please arrive 15-30 minutes before screening time to pass through building security.
Federal Triangle and Smithsonian Metro Stations

C H I N ATO W N  S E RV I C E  C E N T E R
1st Floor
900 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20001
202) 898-0061
Admission is free.
Metro Center Metro Station

G O E T H E - I N S T I T U T
812 Seventh Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001
202) 289-1200
http://www.goethe.de/uk/was/enindex.htm
Gallery Place Chinatown Metro Station

C A N A D I A N  E M B A S S Y
501 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20001
Admission is free but seats must be reserved in advance by calling 202-682-7797
Gallery Place Chinatown Metro Station

VENUES10/6-10/16APA FILM FESTIVAL
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2005, 76 min, Color, 35mm, USA

Ernest Chin Jeffrey Chyau is a chubby thirteen-
year-old Chinese American boy whose family
owns and operates a sleazy hourly-rate motel.
As if being an awkward teenager were not hard
enough, Ernest is forced to help with the family
business by changing sheets and cleaning up after
the motel’s seedy guests. These chores leave him
little time to indulge in his creative writing, which
his mother scorns. When a charismatic Korean
American guest named Sam Sung Kang, BETTER
LUCK TOMORROW checks in, Ernest is inspired by
his reckless freewill and looks to Sam for guid-
ance. Unfortunately, Sam himself is fleeing a trou-
bled past and may not be the ideal role model for
this confused young man.

Using a minimalist approach that will resonate
long after the film ends, Michael Kang cradles
awkward moments with dark and touching
humor to create a fresh take on a coming-of-age
story. A truly landmark achievement in Asian
American cinema, the screenplay for this film
earned writer/director Michael Kang a fellowship
with the prestigious Sundance Filmmakers Lab.

THE MOTEL was an Official Selection at the
2005 Sundance Film Festival.
http://www.themotel-film.com

10/6THURSDAY7PMOPENING NIGHT

DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Michael Kang is a Korean
American filmmaker based in
New York. In addition to being a
fellow at the Sundance
Filmmakers Lab in 2002, he
received the Geri Ashur Award
in screenwriting through the
New York Foundation for the
Arts. He also won the 24th
Annual Asian American
International Film Festival
screenplay competition in 2001.
His short film “A Waiter
Tomorrow” received the
FilmCore Post-Production Grant
and his short film “Japanese
Cowboy” was a co-recipient of
the Manhattan Community Arts
Fund Grant and the Special Jury
Prize at Film Fest New Haven.
More recently, Kang worked as
second-unit director for famed
director Wayne Wang on the
feature film, “Because of Winn-
Dixie”. You may also recognize
him as the “Delivery Guy”
alongside playwright David
Henry Hwang in Greg Pak's
short film “Asian Pride Porn.”

themotel

P R E C E D E D  B Y

K ATA  P R A C T I C E
2004, 5 min, B&W, Video, Canada  |  Directed by Siu Ta
Six-year-old David trains diligently in the art of karate to prepare for the toughest fight of
his life.

Followed by Opening Night Reception 
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Total running time: 92 min
In the urban world, the ebb and flow of people, love, and money changes from block to
block. In the flash of a camera or a sip of coffee, lives are greatly affected by the deci-
sions of people around us. This series of short films captures these moments in flux as
seen through the eyes of city dwellers crossing paths morning, noon, and night.

C L E A N
2004, 4 min, B&W, Video, USA  |  Directed by Stephen Dypiangco
While cleaning a city park, a woman finds a wallet and must decide whether to return it
or keep the cash inside.

TO M O R R O W, J U L I O
2005, 4 min, B&W, Video, USA  |  Directed by Brian Chang
Two street peddlers look out for each other on the sidewalks of New York.

TA K E  I T  O R  L E AV E  I T
2005, 4 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by J.P. Chan
A young woman ponders the safety precautions she must take on a first date.

I ' L L  H AV E  A N  E S P R E S S O, A N D  J U S T  A  W AT E R  F O R …
2004, 2 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Ernest Woo
A bittersweet goodbye is portrayed in this animated short.

S E X  A N D  C O F F E E
2004, 13 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Lee Isaac Chung
At the end of their affair, a young couple sees their goodbye as a last chance for their
favorite vices.

D A N C E  M A N I A  FA N TA S T I C  { 1 }
2004, 12 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Japanese w/E.S. |  Directed by Sasie Sealy
After getting fired from his job, a Japanese businessman spends his days perfecting his
dance moves at the local arcade.
2005 Tribeca Film Festival

T H E  M O N S T E R  A N D  T H E  P E A N U T
2004, 21 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Franklin Jin Rho
A reclusive father grieves the death of his daughter as he works furiously to find a mathe-
matical solution to traffic problems in Los Angeles.

M I S S I N G  { 2 }
2005, 14 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Cantonese w/E.S. |  Directed by Kit Hui
A series of hidden messages left behind by a missing girlfriend leads a man on an ethere-
al trip through the city, forcing him to see it in a different light.
2005 Cannes Film Festival

S E I B U T S U  S T I L L : L I F E
2004, 18 min, Color, Video, USA  |  English and Japanese w/E.S. |  Directed by Joe Turner Lin
Hiding from the world by working the night shift at a photo mat, Tokio becomes infatuat-
ed with a young woman that he comes to know only from the pictures he develops.

10/7FRIDAY7PM

http://www.gracelee.net    2005, 68 min, Color, Video, USA

When filmmaker Grace Lee moved from Columbia, Missouri to Los Angeles, California, she
was stunned to find that hundreds of Asian American women shared her name. This real-
ization drove this particular Grace Lee to seek out these identically named women.
Through a clever internet survey and numerous interviews, she found many of these Grace
Lees fit neatly into a generic mold for super Asian overachievers. But as she looked deep-
er, she saw that several of her newly found sisters were far more interesting then she
would ever have imagined.

A hilarious exploration of the question of whether one's name can determine the type of
person one will become, THE GRACE LEE PROJECT contrasts Asian American model minor-
ity stereotypes with the real-life experiences of Grace Lees throughout the world.

P R E C E D E D  B Y  

G O D  I S  G O O D
2004, 23 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Caryn Waechter
Seven-year-old Harold Choi's life is altered forever when his mother finally takes action
against her philandering husband.

10/7FRIDAY9.05PM

{1}

{2}
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10/8SATURDAY1PMFREE ADMISSION

Total running time: 71 min
The characters in this beautiful selection of films by Hawaiian filmmakers find inner
strength and cultural pride while growing up on the islands.

S PA M - K U : I  W O N  A  H A I K U  C O N T E S T  A B O U T  S PA M
2004, 5 min, Color, 35mm, USA  |  Directed by Steven Tsuchida
A young man's life is changed when he wins a poetry contest with a haiku he has written
about Spam.

K A M E A
2004, 22 min, Color, 35mm, USA  |  Directed by Jennifer Akana-Sturla
A shy girl falls for a surfer boy obsessed with surfing legend Duke Kahanamoku.

English and Korean w/E.S. |  2003, 56 min, Color, Video, USA

After the end of the Korean War, over 10,000 Korean women married American G.I.'s and
came to the United States, escaping the poverty of post-war Korea. AND THEREAFTER is
an intimate portrait of one of these women, Young-Ja Wilke. For over 40 years, Young-Ja
has lived with her husband in suburban New Jersey, raising three children to adulthood
while tending to her gardens. However, as she recounts the events that have shaped her
post-war life, it becomes readily apparent that her pursuit of the American dream rapidly
became a 40-year nightmare. With unflinching candor, Young-Ja reveals years of emotions
on camera as this documentary powerfully captures the resilience of the human spirit.

P R E C E D E D  B Y

T H I S  M O M E N T  
2004, 13 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Leena Pendharkar 
Uma, a 20-something Indian American woman, is faced with a romantic, sunrise proposal
from her African American boyfriend, a Caucasian ex-boyfriend's attempts to win her
back, and her father's wish that she marry an Indian man.

10/8SATURDAY3PMFREE ADMISSION

S I L E N T  Y E A R S
2004, 13 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by James Sereno
Adapted from the poetry of acclaimed writer Lois-Ann Yamanaka, SILENT YEARS tells the
story of a woman journeying back to her past to confront painful memories of teenage
abuse.

F I S H B O W
2005, 28 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Kayo Hatta
This delightful adaptation of Lois-Ann Yamanaka's novel “Wild Meat and the Bully
Burgers” by award-winning filmmaker Kayo Hatta PICTURE BRIDE, follows the struggles of
a 13-year-old girl as she faces the ridicule of the popular girls' clique in school and battles
discrimination for her use of Pidgin English.

I N  M E M O RY  O F  K AYO  H AT TA

Kayo Hatta, an independent filmmaker whose 1995 film “Picture Bride” won an Audience
Award for Best Dramatic Film at the Sundance Film Festival, passed away on July 20, 2005
at the age of 47. The cause of death was drowning.

“The Picture Bride”, which is set in early 20th century Hawaii, tells the tale of a poor
Japanese woman who moves to Hawaii to marry a sugarcane plantation worker based on
an exchange of photographs. Hatta directed and co-wrote the film, which was a break-
through in Asian Pacific Islander filmmaking.

Hatta graduated from Stanford University with a degree in English and received a mas-
ter's degree in film from UCLA.

AND THEREAFTERHo
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Freer Gallery of Art
and Arthur M.
Sackler Gallery

Meyer Auditorium

M O N K E Y  D A N C E  
2004, 65 min, Color, Video USA  |  English and Khmer w/E.S. |  Directed by Julie Mallozzi
Three Cambodian American teenagers come of age in Lowell, Massachusetts, shadowed
by their parents' nightmares of the Khmer Rouge. In the country they now call home, fast
import cars, hip hop culture, and new romance attempt to pull them away, but their devo-
tion to the Angkor Dance Troupe provides a link to the traditional Cambodian culture of
their parents. Filmed over the course of three years, this documentary chronicles the
transformation of these youths as they meet the challenges that come with reaching
adulthood, including driving, working, and getting into college.

http://www.juliemallozzi.com/monkey.html

HAWAIIAN SHORT FILMSHo
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Freer Gallery of Art
and Arthur M.
Sackler Gallery

Meyer Auditorium

10/8SATURDAY3PMFREE ADMISSION
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Total running time: 110 minutes
Featuring several outstanding performances from children and teen actors in dramatic
roles, these films confront the hard realities of youths having to grow up too fast in an
adult's world.

B E  V E RY  Q U I E T
2004, 26 min, Color, Video, USA/Thailand  |  Directed by Mona Nahm  |  Thai w/E.S.
A young man is haunted by the murder of his mother and becomes obsessed with carry-
ing out revenge on the man whom he suspects is the killer.

A F T E R N O O N  B U O I  C H I E U
2005, 10 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Kim Spurlock  |  Vietnamese w/E.S.
A supernatural tale of two sisters who are visited by the ghost of their grandmother one
rainy day in Vietnam.

J E S U S  H E N RY  C H R I S T
2004, 18 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Dennis Lee
Henry Hermin, a ten-year-old boy, fights to be an individual while attending St. Agnes
Academy.

F I E L D S  O F  M U D A N
Directed by Steven Chang  |  2004, 23 min, Color, 35mm, USA  |  Mandarin w/E.S.
Sold into a brothel, a young girl seeks solace and friendship with another girl who
becomes her only family.

10/9SUNDAY12PMFREE ADMISSION

2005, 60 min, Color, Video, USA  |  In English, Korean, Spanish and Mandarin w/E.S.

This documentary highlights the organizing efforts of the Asian Pacific American communi-
ty in Los Angeles to protect the rights of low-wage immigrant workers. Dispelling widely-
held Asian model minority myths, director Robert Winn tells the stories of working families
who have fought against both exploitation and poor working conditions. Using art,
music, and the poetry of the spoken word by artist Alison de la Cruz, GRASSROOTS RIS-
ING presents an inspirational tale of the growth of political activism in a traditionally
underrepresented segment of the American population.

GRASSROOTS RISING was produced by Visual Communications with the support of labor
organizations such as the Korean Immigrant Worker Advocates, Garment
Worker Center, Pilipino Worker Center, and the Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance.

Please arrive 15-30 minutes early to pass through security

S TA N D  U P  F O R  J U S T I C E  
Directed by John Esaki  |  2004, 33 min, Color, 35mm, USA
A historical narrative based on a true story about Ralph Lazo, a Mexican American teen
who, in an act of loyalty and protest, chose to join his Japanese American friends when
they were interned during World War II. Produced by Visual Communications LA and
Nikkei for Civil Rights and Redress.

Please arrive 15-30 minutes early to pass through security

10/9SUNDAY3.30PMFREE ADMISSION
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Total running time: 73 min
This collection of short films profiles the working lives of South Asians, from South Central
to the Sub-Continent.

P U N J A B I  C A B
2004, 18 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Liam Dalzell
This film looks at the lives of San Francisco Bay Area Sikh taxi drivers as they draw faith,
compassion, and pride from their culture while under threat of harassment and violence
for wearing turbans.

N O  VA C A N C Y
2004, 12 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Tina Bhaga, Elena Bovetti, & Alexandra Lewis
An Indian-owned motel in South Central Los Angeles is the unlikely setting for this tale of
cultural convergence and division of labor.

C Y C L E S  O F  R E P E T I T I O N : A N  H O M A G E  I N  O B S E RVAT I O N S  { 2 }
2004, 3 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Deborah Wing-Sproul
A series of vignettes documents the repetitive nature of fiber-based hand work in India
and the people who perform it.

C A L L  C E N T E R
2004, 12 min, Color, Video  |  Directed by Amyn Kaderali
A call center in India is inundated with calls in this spoof that reveals what really happens
in the outsourcing of telephone services.

N A L I N I  B Y  D AY, N A N C Y  B Y  N I G H T
2005, 28 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Sonali Gulati
This film gives a behind-the-scenes look at outsourcing through interviews with workers
competing fiercely to staff the steadily increasing number of call centers based in India.

Please arrive 15-30 minutes early to pass through security

10/9SUNDAY1.15PMFREE ADMISSION
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Total running time: 90 min
A pair of films traces the stories of Asian Americans working and performing in two main-
stream musical genres not traditionally associated with Asians in America: the Vegas
lounge act and hip hop.

A diverse selection of music videos from a variety of artists, from the DIY spirit of Mike
Park to the urban stylings of Singaporean Canadian female rapper Masia One, follows the
documentaries.

S P OT L I G H T I N G
2004, 26 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Justin Lin and Josh Diamond
This whirlwind documentary follows the evolution of Filipino band The Sunspots, whose
musical career spans several decades. From their start as a popular military base act in
their home country to the achievement of cult-like status as the house band at the Plaza
Hotel in Las Vegas, their personal journey and brushes with fame are detailed in this film.
Co-Directed by Justin Lin Better Luck Tomorrow.

B R O W N  L I K E  D AT
2005, 33 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Raeshem Nijhon
An exhibition by several South Asian American poets, MCs, and DJs cultivates political
response and ethnic awareness through hip hop culture amidst post-9/11 anti-immigrant
backlash, this film revels in the activist roots of hip hop too often overshadowed in com-
mercial music today.

10/9SUNDAY5.20PMAFI Silver Theatre & Cultural Center

2004, 104 min, Color, Video, USA
JoJo Enriquez, a delusional Filipino American wannabe pimp, hears what he interprets as
his calling to the 'gangsta' street life and in the heat of the moment, carjacks Vance, a
mysterious traveling perfume salesman. Devaun, JoJo's best friend, laments his married
life and goes along for the ride to protect Vance from JoJo and JoJo from the law. As the
unlikely trio heads toward Nashville, their road trip quickly becomes an escapist adventure
for the three men that takes them further away from JoJo's reality, and closer to the
underbelly of the country music scene and Vance's true identity. Director Steven
Mallorca's feature debut earned him the Emerging Filmmaker Award at the 2004 Asian
American International Film Festival in New York City.

http://www.slowjamking.com

2004, 90 min, Color, 16mm, USA 
Bookended by the deaths of Joey Ramone and Joe Strummer, I WAS BORN, BUT… is a
very personal documentary by Roddy Bogawa about his experience of growing up in the
L.A. punk scene. As archival photographs and street scenes shot in 16mm flash on the
screen, the filmmaker reminisces in a thoughtful voice-over about discovering his identity
as an artist, filmmaker, and Asian American. Random Chinatown encounters, impromptu
memorials to dead rock stars, and letters from his father all blend together in a collage of
memory and sound. With music and concert footage by Seam and Joe Strummer and the
Mescaleros, this is a sonically exciting, visually enticing film about the collision of art,
music, and identity, with reflections on the mortality of individuals and movements.

I 'M  SUPPOSED TO  BE  THERE  TOO
Mike Park
Directed by Chris McCaleb

P I G E O N  TO E S  
Goh Nakamura
Directed by James Espinas

S H E ' S  G OT  YO U R  E Y E S
+/-
Directed by Chris Deaner

U N I V E R S A L  M A N
More Plastic
Directed by Jef Renfroe

H OT  K N I F E
Crème Blush
Directed by Greg Metnick

N E X T  
Ill Again
Directed by Evan Leong

S P L I T  S E C O N D  T I M E
Masia One
Directed by Matt Burke

KO H L  A J A  C O M E  C L O S E R
Jin and Juggy D

T H E  L A S T  T R U M P E T
Lyrics Born
Directed by Evan Leong

M I S TA K E
Bantercut
Directed by Wayde Nishimura

S I X  D AYS
DJ Shadow
Directed by Wong Kar Wai
www.djshadow.com  

M U S I C  V I D E O S  

10/9SUNDAY7.30PM

10/9SUNDAY9.25PM
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I  A M . . .
Directed by Robin Tse
A mentally challenged child must overcome obstacles in the world and in himself.

P R I C E  O F  V E N G E N C E  3 : W A R  W I T H I N
Directed by Garrett Wong, Luis Contreras, and Robin Tse
A man struggling with inner demons must decide between good and evil in the midst of
avenging his father's death.

B E G I N N I N G S
Directed by May-Mei Lee and Mei-Wah Lee
A girl suffering with depression faces suicide.

K I T C H E N  F R O M  H E L L
Directed by Matthew Tse
Three contestants suffer through a demeaning and embarrassing cooking competition for
a chance to win a state-of-the-art kitchen.

M O S T  G I R L S  -  M U S I C  V I D E O
Directed by Diem Duong
RYAN girls' music video version of "Most Girls" by musical artist Pink.

TO  G E T  A  G I R L
Directed by Selena Foo and Robin Tse
A guy goes through outrageous challenges to woo a girl.

B E H I N D  C L O S E D  D O O R S
Directed by Mei-Ye Jiang
An older brother becomes suspicious of his younger sister's behavior when he notices a
string of boys visiting her on a regular basis.

T H E  S U R P R I S E  PA RT Y
Directed by Zhen-Zhong Luo, Mingfei Zhang and Jian An Chen
Jason helps a magical homeless man find his precious jade stone, and in return the man
offers Jason anything he wants. All Jason wants is to make his girlfriend Wing happy.
Will Wing's greed for gifts, attention, and power be the end of both of them? Based on
Alexander Pushkin's poem, "The Fisherman and the Golden Fish".

10/10MONDAY7PMFREE ADMISSION

This short film program presents the work of young Asian American filmmakers from the
DC metropolitan area. Many of the young filmmakers exhibiting work in this program
participated in a youth filmmaking workshop, which was held last June as part of APA
Film's outreach and education initiatives. This program was produced in collaboration
with the Resilient Young Asian Network RYAN.

Total running time: 85 min
This eclectic collection of short films provides an amusing glimpse of people from different
walks of life. From a spoof about a busy call center in India to John Woo-styled gunplay in
a Texas convenience store, from an interview with a private investigator in Salt Lake City
to a documentary that laughs in the face of Asian stereotypes, these stories use satire and
parody to enlighten and entertain.

T H E  H A I R S
2004, 5 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Yohei Kawamata
Looking in the mirror, a young man undertakes an uncommon way of grooming himself.

S PA M - K U  —  I  W O N  A  H A I K U  C O N T E S T  A B O U T  S PA M
2004, 5 min, Color, 35mm, USA |  Directed by Steven Tsuchida
A young man's life is changed when he wins a poetry contest with a haiku he has written
about Spam.

S L I C K
2005, 5 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Ryan Tse
A young man embarks on a crime spree with some interesting consequences.

B U N N Y  &  C LY D O
2005, 20 min, Color, 16mm, USA  |  Directed by Rocky Jo
A couple in love and on the run faces off with a rookie detective in a wild and stylized
convenience store shootout.

C A L L  C E N T E R
2004, 12 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Amyn Kaderali
A call center in India is inundated with calls in this spoof that reveals what really happens
in the outsourcing of telephone services.

H E R E  C O M E S  P R I VAT E  I N V E S T I G ATO R  K E N G O  KO S H I YA M A  
2004, 13 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Yohei Kawamata
A mock interview with a private investigator in Salt Lake City reveals the strange relation-
ships in the life of an unusual person.

A  C H I N K  I N  T H E  A R M O R  
2004, 25 min, Color, Video, Canada  |  Directed by Baun Mah
Using humor, this documentary attempts to examine and dismiss the stereotypes that are
commonly attached to Asians and Asian Americans.

10/11TUESDAY9.15PM

LOCAL YOUNG FILMMAKER
SHOWCASE 

Chinatown Service
Center

WACKY, WICKED, AND
WILD SHORTS

AFI Silver Theatre
& Cultural Center
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2005, 109 min, Hong Kong, Color, 35mm  |  Cantonese w/ E.S.

The highest-grossing Asian film of 2005, Initial D is the live action adaptation of the wild-
ly popular Japanese anime and manga series, which delves into the world of underground
street racing. The film follows the adventures of a tofu delivery boy named Takumi, played
by Taiwanese pop star Jay Chou in his cinematic debut.

Every morning for five years, 18-year-old Takumi has delivered tofu in his father's old
Toyota AE86. During this time, he has honed his driving skills in order to complete deliver-
ies as quickly as possible. In the process, he has unwittingly perfected the art of drifting,
a technique where drivers take hairpin turns at dangerous speeds.

Takumi never takes an interest in the street racing scene until he one day defeats a GTR
in a David versus Goliath race. This glorious but unexpected victory stokes Takumi's com-
petitive fire and gains him much notoriety. Despite this overnight success, Takumi still
faces many hurdles as he must deal with issues with his father, a budding romance, and
the reigning racing kings who challenge him with their sleeker, more powerful cars.

Initial D was directed by Alan Mak and Andrew Lau, the award-winning team responsible
for the critically acclaimed Infernal Affairs, now being remade into a major Hollywood
movie by Martin Scorsese. In Initial D, this duo of Hong Kong filmmakers succeeds in mix-
ing youthful talent with high speed racing footage that will leave you breathless.

http://hk.initialdthemovie.com/

10/11TUESDAY7PM
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Regal Gallery Place
Stadium 14

TOYOTA  A E 8 6  S P R I N T E R  T R U E N O

The Toyota AE86 Sprinter Trueno, which is known as the “Hachi-Roku” (Eight-Six in
Japanese), is the car that has been immortalized by the hit anime and manga series Initial
D. Although the AE86 was already well-known among Japanese automobile enthusiasts
as a car with great handling at an affordable price, the popularity of Initial D has elevated
this fine automobile to near legendary status. This has created an increase in demand
that has led Toyota to consider the revival of a car that was discontinued nearly 18 years
ago.
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AFI Silver Theatre
& Cultural Center

10/12WEDNESDAY7PM

2005, 83 min, Color, Video, USA  |  English/Spanish/Japanese w/E.S.

The rise and fall of Peru’s former president, with all of its twists, betrayals, and family con-
flict, is a story of Shakespearean scope. Originally elected as a reformer, Alberto Fujimori,
known as “El Chino” in Peru, was confronted with a Maoist insurgency on his left and the
military on his right. In response to this internal strife, Fujimori transformed Peru into a
dictatorship. Now a fugitive living in Japan, he is sought by the Peruvian government and
has been charged with corruption and murder. With surprising access to and intimacy
with her subject, director Ellen Perry paints a rich and complicated portrait of a man and a
country in turmoil. At times strange, funny, horrifying, and campy, this tale depicts today’s
conflicts with terrorism.

THE FALL OF FUJIMORI was an Official Selection at the 2005 Sundance Film Festival.
http://www.falloffujimori.com

Total running time: 100 minutes
These shorts go beyond sex to explore the interior lives of LGBT Asians, who are often
reduced by the larger society to just their sexuality. Dementia, fantasy, repression, and
hope all collide in these films in ways that are sometimes funny and often poignant.
From the off-beat comedy of MY GERMAN BOYFRIEND to the haunting lesbian eroticism
of OUTSIDE, to the beautiful coming of age story in LAST FULL SHOW, these films explore
many ways of dreaming queer.

A R I A N A
2004, 27 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Michael Sandoval
An interracial gay couple struggle to maintain their relationship after one of them must
cope with a live-in grandmother and her illness.

M Y  G E R M A N  B OY F R I E N D
2004, 18 min, Color,Video, English & German w/E.S., Germany/Canada  |  Directed by Wayne Yung
This hysterical documentary proposes, and then critiques, the filmmaker’s fantasy of mov-
ing to Germany and encountering various men.

O U T S I D E
2004, 22 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Jenn Kao
A post-apocalyptic tale of the power of human senses.

M U N I  TO  T H E  M A R R I A G E
2004, 5 min, Color/B&W, Video, USA  |  Directed by Stuart Gaffney
On a brief subway ride to City Hall to marry his partner of seventeen years, the filmmaker
compares his experience to that of his interracial parents.

A  G I R L  N A M E D  K A I
2004, 9 min, Color, Video, Canada  |  Directed by Kai Ling Xue
In a journey of self-discovery, this personal narrative film reveals, and revels in, the experi-
ences of a young, Canadian, Taiwanese, immigrant lesbian.

1 0 0 0  C U M  S H OT S
2003, 1 min, Color, Video, Canada  |  Directed by Wayne Yung
A hyperkinetic explosion…er…exploration of gay male sexuality.

L A S T  F U L L  S H O W
2004, 19min, Color, 35mm, Tagalog w/E.S., Philippines/USA  |  Directed by Mark V. Reyes
A young boy of privilege meets an older man in a darkened theater in Manila. A lumi-
nous and touching film about class, desire and emotional fulfillment.

CONTINUOUS JOURNEYAl
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AFI Silver Theatre
& Cultural Center

10/12WEDNESDAY9.05PM

2004, 87 min, Color, Video, Canada  |  English and Punjab/Urdu w/E.S.

In 1914, the Komagata Maru, a Japanese ship chartered by Sikh businessman Gurdit
Singh, reached Canada but was promptly denied entry into port due to the questionable
nature of the ship’s contents: 376 passengers of Indian descent, veterans of the British
India Army seeking to settle on land they fought for. Trapping the passengers on board
with no provisions just yards from shore, Canadian authorities scrambled for two months
to uphold the exclusionary wording of a policy called the Continuous Journey Regulation,
and began to surround the boat with troops.

This little known incident in British Canadian colonial history culminates with a stand-off
in Vancouver Harbor, multiple assassinations, and the ship's return to India only to be
attacked by British authorities. Director Ali Kazimi combines newly discovered archival
footage with modern musings on the nature of citizenship and belonging, while question-
ing the lengths that imperial governments will go to in the name of national security.

http://www.socialdoc.net/kazimi/

10/12WEDNESDAY7PMADMISSION IS $5

QUEER DREAMS & 
MONEY SHOTS Goethe-Institut
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10/13THURSDAY7PMSPECIAL PRESENTATION

2005, 70 min, Color, Video, USA  |  English, Mandarin and Cantonese w/E.S.
Riding the notoriety of winning the weekly ‘Freestyle Fridays’ rap battle on BET’s “106
and Park” for seven consecutive weeks, Jin (Jin Ah-Yeung) shattered seemingly insur-
mountable boundaries and stereotypes by becoming the first Asian American rapper to
sign a recording deal with a major label when he signed with Virgin Records (Ruff
Ryders). NO SLEEP TIL SHANGHAI follows Jin and his crew as they tour Asia to promote
Jin’s debut album, “The Rest is History”. Along the way, we are treated to a fascinating
glimpse into the life of a hip hop pioneer as well as the rapidly growing hip hop commu-
nities in Asian cities such as Shanghai, Taipei, and Tokyo.

P R E C E D E D  B Y

C H A N : PA RT  O F  T H E  N AT I O N
2005, 11 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Joe Kim
This documentary profiles rapper Roy Kim, aka Snacky Chan, part of the growing number
of Asian Americans in the hip hop industry.

MR. MERGLER’S GIFT Be
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Canadian Embassy

10/13THURSDAY7PM

2004, 31 min, Color, Video, Canada
Daniel Mergler is a piano teacher whose years of experience and sure ear tell him that
nine year-old Xin Ben is a very promising talent. An accomplished teacher who is at the
end of his career, Mr. Mergler finds something in Xin Ben that gives meaning and hope to
his remaining days. There is a light in his eyes whenever she plays. And, in turn, he pro-
vides a steady and supportive hand, nurturing her towards a career in music. Oscar-win-
ning filmmaker Beverly Shaffer has created a simple and moving film that touchingly doc-
uments a dying man’s gift to his young apprentice.

A performance and a reception with the subjects of the film will immediately follow the
screening. Please visit http://www.apafilm.org for more details.

2002, 87 min, Color, 35mm, USA

Kim (Bai Ling) is a timid and conflicted 20-year-old in the 1970s, struggling to sort out
her relationship with her traditional mother while forging a future for herself in college.
Despite her attempt to tread the fine line between dutiful daughter and independent
woman, Kim becomes pregnant and is forced by her family to marry the baby’s hostile
father. Overwhelmed by the pressures of new motherhood and threats of domestic vio-
lence, Kim flees to Hong Kong, leaving her newborn daughter, Genie, to be raised by her
grandmother. Fast forward to 19 years later, Genie has become a bright young woman
loyal to her grandmother's traditional community values and immersed in the vibrant New
York hip hop scene. When Kim resurfaces with plans to move to New York for good, the
three women are forced to face their past and resolve their family history. Also stars Will
Yun Lee (TORQUE) and Anthony “Treach” Criss from the rap group Naughty by Nature.

http://www.arclightfilms.com/films/face/
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10/14FRIDAY8.30PMSPECIAL PRESENTATION
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10/15SATURDAY2PMFREE ADMISSION

Total running time: 67 min
The women in this selection of short films struggle to keep up physical and emotional
appearances amongst their peers and families as they journey though womanhood from
the school bus to the workplace. By way of the beauty parlor, of course.

M I N DY  { 1 }
2004, 15 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Ai Lene Chor  |  Mandarin w/E.S.
A young girl is self conscious about her family’s Chinese restaurant and makes friends
with an unlikely companion on the school bus.

S U M M E R  O F  T H E  S E R P E N T
2004, 27 min, Color, 35mm, USA  |  Directed by Kimi Takesue
Young Juliette spends lonely days by the pool until a Japanese newcomer arrives to
shake-up her world, in tender and provocative ways.

F R I E D  R I C E
2004, 9 min, Color, Video, Holland  |  Directed by Nils Mooij  |  Dutch w/E.S.
When the local butcher starts selling fried rice to help business, his adopted Asian daugh-
ter has a marketing plan of her own.
2005 Tribeca Film Festival

W A X E D  P O E T I C
2004, 2 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Keshni Kashyap
A short look at a popular beauty ritual for many South Asian women.

C H I N E S E  B E AU T Y
2005, 10 min, Color, 35mm, USA  |  Directed by Debbie Lum
Recent immigrant Bonnie hits the ground running to find all-American love on the beach-
es of LA.

S I N G A P O R E  G I R L
2004, 19 min, Color, Video, Singapore/USA  |  Directed by Li-Anne Huang
Ling dreams of a perfect life as a jet-setting airline stewardess as her boyfriend and family
question her happiness and place in the world.

A  R A I N Y  D AY  { 2 }
2004, 11 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Kit Hui  |  Mandarin w/E.S.
A subtle anecdote about the loss of a parent and the beginning of a new family.

2004, 97 min, Color, Video, USA
This stirring biography of the controversial author and educator depicts a life full of pas-
sion and drama. An early activist in the burgeoning Asian American identity movement,
Frank Chin helped found Asian American literary journals and drama companies. He was
also an early proponent of reparations for Japanese American internees, lending a forceful
voice to their cause that was at times a step ahead of the Japanese American community.
Such a strong personality often begets conflict with other equally intense voices, and
Frank Chin's ongoing disputes with Maxine Hong Kingston, among others, are legendary.
Curtis Choy, himself a pioneer in Asian American film, has created an engrossing new film
that captures Frank Chin in all his complexities, anger, joy, and humor.

http://www.frankchin.com

A GIRL’S LIFE
Freer Gallery of Art

and Arthur M.
Sackler Gallery

10/15SATURDAY5PMFREE ADMISSION

{1}

{2}
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SEARCHING FOR THE 
GOOD LIFE 

National Museum
of American

History

10/16SUNDAY1PMFREE ADMISSION

Total running time: 85 minutes
Is happiness guaranteed to those who know what they want and look for it?  The charac-
ters in these films look within themselves and find that the struggle for happiness doesn’t
come without its doubts.

V O I D
2005, 5 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Patrick Epino
In a culture of quick fixes, a sad guy goes with the flow to find happiness

P E R F E C T I O N S  { 1 }
2004, 3 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by David Rowe
Bored by the classes at school, a young man attempts to “break” out by doing what he
loves to do.

G O O D  T H I N G
2004, 19 min, Color, 35mm, USA  |  Directed by Keshni Kashyap
The tedium and stresses of daily life drive a soon-to-be-father to seek something outside
of the life he leads.

M I R A C L E  M I L E
2004, 18 min, Color, Video, USA/Korea  |  Directed by Dong Hyeuk Hwang
English & Korean w/E.S.
A Korean girl looking for her long lost adopted brother in LA gets help from a cab driver
searching for his own roots.

W I N N I N G  T H E  P E A C E  { 2 }
2004, 18 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Eli Kaufman
An Iraqi American Marine struggles with fighting a war against the country of his birth.

O U T S I D E
2004, 22 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Jenn Kao
This post-apocalyptic tale illustrates the life of a solitary female and the power of the
human senses.

{1}

{2}

MOTHERTONGUE,
FATHERLAND

National Museum
of American

History

10/16SUNDAY3PMFREE ADMISSION

T I E N G  M E  T R E N  D AT  C H A
2003, 83 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by Cuong Simon Phan  |  Vietnamese w/E.S.
Abandoned by their American fathers and considered second-class citizens of Vietnam,
Amerasians have struggled with a fractured sense of identity and community. Many of
them have been forced into the fringes of a society that has denied them opportunities
for education, employment, and community. This documentary profiles the lives of several
Amerasians who were brought to reside in the United States by the Amerasian
Homecoming Act of 1991. They represent the living casualties of a war that resulted in
tens of thousands of deaths and just as many births to Vietnamese women by American
soldiers.

P R E C E D E D  B Y

TA I P E I  1 0 1 : A  T R AV E L O G U E  O F  S Y M P TO M S
2004, 23 min, Color, Video, USA  |  Directed by James T. Hong
Part video diary and part political commentary: an Asian American filmmaker returns to
Taipei after 10 years and finds a city teeming with all things American, from the seemingly
endless passings of Asian female and Caucasian male couples, to Taipei 101, the tallest
building in the world.
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CAVITE AFI Silver Theatre
& Cultural Center

10/16SUNDAY7.30PMCLOSING NIGHT PRESENTATION

2005, 80 min, Color, Video, USA/ Philippines

Directed by Ian Gamazon and Neill Dela Llana
Part psychological thriller and part cinema verite
documentary, this gripping film follows the story
of Adam, an American citizen visiting the
Philippines for his father’s funeral. Recently
dumped by his girlfriend because of his Muslim
background, Adam arrives in the Philippines agi-
tated and is immediately informed by a mysteri-
ous caller that his mother and sister have been
kidnapped. Adam soon finds out that the caller
is a member of Abu Sayyaf, a Muslim terrorist
group, and learns that his loved ones will be
killed if he doesn’t comply with their demands.
His convictions and fortitude are put to a test as
he begins a frantic journey through the crowded
markets, slums, and streets of the homeland he
never truly knew. This race to protect his family
eventually culminates in a fateful confrontation
with his own identity.

Filmmakers Ian Gamazon and Neill Dela Llana
take the viewer on a tense thrill ride through
areas of the contemporary Philippines rarely seen
in this visually fascinating film, shot in a “gueril-
la” style. With a minimal budget and a limited
amount of time, this truly independent feature
layers intelligent storytelling with raw drama,
using the backdrop of a country’s cultural land-
scape as an integral part of the story to create a
narrative, travelogue, and lesson on the Filipino
way of life.

This film premiered at the 2005 SXSW Film Festival.   
http://www.cavitemovie.com

DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Ian Gamazon
Ian Gamazon’s first feature film
was a movie was a movie titled
”Diego Stories”, a romantic
comedy shot in no-budget fash-
ion in 1996. It premiered at the
New York Asian American
International Film Festival. His
second feature was another no-
budget film titled “Freud’s 2nd
Law”, which premiered at the
South by Southwest Film Festival
in 2001.

Neill Dela Llana
Neill Dela Llana’s made his fea-
ture film debut with “The
Book”, a science fiction film
about a guy who stumbles upon
a book detailing a secret gov-
ernment conspiracy. His second
film is “Cavite”, which he co-
directed and served as Director
of Photography for.

P R E C E D E D  B Y

S E L L I N G  S O N G S  O F  L E Y T E
2005, 14 min, Color, Video, USA/Philippines  |  Directed by Eli Africa
This documentary presents a colorful look at fish vendors on the Philippine island province
of Leyte and their tradition of singing songs to sell their wares.

Followed by Closing Night Reception

cavite

                    











Malaysia Kopitiam 
1827 M Street NW, Washington DC 20036 

Tel: 202 833 6232 
100 Very Best Restaurant Award 2001 to 2006 

100 Best Bargain Restaurant Award 2001 to 2006 
Zagat Rated — Excellence 

  







Smithsonian Asian Pacific American Program, 
Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, 

and National Museum of American History

are pleased to sponsor the

2005 DC Asian Pacific
American Film Festival

Freer Gallery of Art and
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery
Jefferson Drive at 
12th Street, SW
202-633-4880
http://asia.si.edu

Hirshhorn Museum and
Sculpture Garden
Independence Avenue at
Seventh Street, SW
Washington, DC 20013
202-357-2700
http://hirshhorn.si.edu

National Museum of
American History
14th Street and Constitution
Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C.
202-633-1000
http://americanhistory.si.edu

    




